THE  MARRIAGE   PROBLEM                   Si

rnood, he lost all hope in the affairs of this woman. * With her
all is falsehood and vanity/

Elizabeth was not entirely to blame for all protracted woo-
ings. She was a great prize, and hope is tenacious. It was incred-
ibly tenacious in Eric of Sweden. After being formally turned
down in May 15 59, he announced in July that as soon as she
gave the word he would hasten to her through seas, dangers,,
and enemies, confident that she would not chide his faith and
zeal. A second, a third, a fourth rejection - and more; he never-
theless remained buoyant. His brother was in England from the
autumn of 15 5 9 till the following spring, a munificent, but un-
successful envoy. The following August he set out himself, and
though turned back by the winds, started again, only desisting
in the face of a storm that scattered and damaged his fleet. For-
tune, he wrote to Elizabeth, had been harder than steel and
more cruel than Mars; but as he had attempted to come to her
through the stormy seas, so would he at her first summons rush
through armies of foes.

Even Elizabeth found courtship wearing at times. But it had
compensations, for during the year 1559, when the weak.,
poverty-stricken England of Feria's imagination was pursuing
a policy that annoyed the Papacy, troubled Philip, and threat-
ened to lead to hostilities with France, it was no little advantage
to have a number of princely suitors. Their hopes became a
safeguard for her throne, and since of all the suitors, the Arch-
duke Charles was politically the best match, she took care to
retain him as a kind of insurance. Whenever the Imperial am-
bassador's hopes ran low, she set herself to revive them. One
evening in June, having met him rowing on the Thames, she
offered him a seat in the Treasurer's boat, laid her own along-
side, talked at great length, and played for him on the lute. She
invited him to Court the next day, then to breakfast the follow-
ing morning, and in the evening had him on the river in her
boat, made him take the helm, and was altogether very talkative
and merry.

There were two obstacles to marriage with Charles. Religion
was the first. Although Elizabeth herself might be tolerant